
 

 

           19th January 2021 
Dear Parent 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your families well. 
 
I am writing to you today to provide you with an update on Government’s decision to cancel the exams due 
to take place this summer and an opportunity for all parent/carers and students who were due to take 
exams to have their say. 
 
On Friday, the exams regulator Ofqual, who are consulting jointly with the Department of Education, 
published its consultation on alternative arrangements for the awarding of GCSEs, AS and A levels this 
Summer. A separate consultation on proposals for vocational and technical qualifications has also been 
published. 
As you will see the consultation paper is a rather weighty document and although there isn’t a final 
decision on what will be happening as yet, in short, what is being proposed is; 
·       Students would continue with their education during this academic year 
·       Students would be assessed by their teachers in a period beginning in May into early June 
·       Teachers would submit grades to the exam boards by mid-June 
·       External quality assurance by the exam boards would be ongoing throughout June 
·       Results would be issued to students once the quality assurance process is complete, most likely in 
early July 
·       Student appeals could be submitted immediately following the issue of results and would first be 
considered by schools and colleges 
 
The consultation document provides more detail of these arrangements, on which they seek your views. A 
summary of the changes proposed can be found on page 28 onwards and below I have included a link to a 
short ‘you tube’ clip which may support your understanding. 
 
How GCSE, AS and A level Grades could be awarded in 2021: 
https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=db0d00ffa6e9667554add87ab410f75166f931c5&d=1895&u=https%3A%2F
%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DwCmUOOxShxI 
 
It is important that students, parent/carers and teachers who wish to have their say have the opportunity 
to do so. The consultation will open for two weeks starting Friday 15 January and ending on Friday 29 
January at 23.45pm. If you wish to respond, please complete the following Ofqual online survey: 
Consultation on how GCSE, AS and A level grades should be awarded in summer 2021 
(https://scanner.topsec.com/?t=80fc39dba401dc5695bb87296b33018465867a05&d=1895&u=smartsurvey
.co.uk) 
 
Ofqual, together with the Department of Education, will need to consider the responses carefully and 
therefore they do not expect to publish the next steps until the end of February. As soon as I receive any 
further information, I will be sure to update you. 



 

 

  
In the meantime, it remains important that students continue to engage with our remote learning offer 
and that we avoid any speculation until the final decision is reached. This will support the wellbeing of all 
at this challenging time. 
  
At YPA we care deeply about our young people and whatever the outcome of this consultation we will 
work hard to ensure that they are not disadvantaged by these disruptions to their education. We will 
continue to support them and ensure that every single one of them can be the best that they can be and 
achieve what they deserve. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Mrs K Izard  
Principal   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


