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Big displays. Celebrate books and reading of all kinds with 
dramatic, large-scale displays on WBD. Create temporary graffiti walls 
using large rolls of paper and marker pens to encourage students to 
share their favourite books or characters.  Bring in real tree branches 
and get students to add book reviews as ‘leaves’, or create a fantasy 
island map with students adding ‘Desert Island’ recommendations.  

 

Extreme reading. Display pictures of students or staff reading in 
interesting or quirky places. Google ‘extreme reading’ for inspiration. 

 

Little free library. Set up a little free library for a day by getting 
students and staff to donate unwanted books that anyone can freely 
take home, or curate book boxes which can be easily moved between 
tutor/form rooms and classrooms to encourage more reading every 
day in school.  

 

Bring out the bunting. Decorate your classroom or hallways with 
bunting flags featuring book covers on one side and students’ 
comments on the reverse. 

 

Great British Book Off. Hold book-themed quizzes and 
competitions (cakes optional). Give books as prizes if you can!  

 

Vegimal book characters. Encourage younger students to create 
their own versions of famous book characters using playdoh, 
plasticine, sweets or even vegetables (with costumes and drawn-on 
faces).   

 

Flash fiction. Set flash fiction challenges: six word stories, 280-
character twitterature, dribbles (50 words), drabbles (100 words) or 
ask students for their flash fiction ideas.  
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Pop up book festival or reading café. Create a comfy reading 
space indoors or outdoors (add rugs, lamps, chairs, deckchairs, tents, 
or if you’re stretched for space, turn desks into dens!), and let 
students use the reading space throughout the day.  

 

 

Big draw. Get creative by sending students out to the playground 
armed with chalks, and get them to draw favourite characters or 
fictional worlds. Create outlines by drawing around volunteers and fill 
the outlines with words to describe different characters. Encourage 
students to draw a new book cover for a popular novel, or play a 
book-themed game of Pictionary, with students drawing book titles or 
characters for others to guess.  

 

Mash-ups. Ask students to invent stories based on a character from 
one book meeting up with a character from another, or two fictional 
worlds colliding. What might happen?  

 

Comic creations. Encourage students to make a comic or graphic 
novel version of a favourite story or a famous episode from a novel. 
These can be hand-drawn, or use comic apps such as Picton EDU or 
Book Creator.  

 

Beginnings and endings. Take the first line or last line of famous 
stories as a starting point for a new story. 

 

On the wings of … Get students writing stories on the wings of cut-
out butterflies, origami birds, paper aeroplanes or even tied to the 
tails of balloons, and then let them fly! 

 

Retellings. To practise effective storytelling and build oracy skills, 
ask students to tell each other a well-known story, or the plot of a 
book they have recently read. In groups, create freeze-frames of key 
events and see if others can guess the story, or create one minute 
trailers to promote books using mobile phones and video apps like 
Animoto.  
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Consequences. Play a game of Story Consequences with students 
inventing a character’s name, a setting, an event, a line of dialogue 
etc., before folding the piece of paper over and passing it to the next 
person. As a variation on this theme, use story dice or make a class 
story bag for creative writing inspiration.  

 

 

Book journeys. Send books on journeys around your school by 
asking students to bring in unwanted books to add to bookshelves in 
each department. Experiment with students sending and receiving 
books around your school in a similar way to www.bookcrossing.com. 

 

Fantasy fiction questions. Get students chatting about books 
and making up their own questions, or try these to get started:  

• Which book do you most wish you’d written and why? 
• Which character would you most like to meet?  
• Which story world would you most like to live in or travel to? 
• Who is the worst villain you’ve met in a book? 

 

Just a minute. Try a book-themed version of speed dating, where 
students have one minute to ‘pitch’ their favourite book to another 
student before swapping to another partner. 

 

Celebrate at scale! Create a giant photowall showing teachers 
from every department reading their favourite books, or turn 
classroom doors into book covers and encourage students to decorate 
desks or chairs as different characters.   

 

Random acts of (book) kindness. Discuss famous and favourite 
acts of kindness in books. Share ideas for bookish acts of kindness 
that students in your school could do.    
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