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Here are three flexible lesson ideas to celebrate World Book Day with your KS3-4  
students and to encourage reading (and writing) for pleasure. 

 
1. A flash fiction workout 

Set up four or five flash fiction stations around the classroom. Split the class into writing 
groups with each group spending approximately 10 minutes at each station before 
rotating on to the next station.  

Flash writing activities at each station could include:  

Station 1: collaborative Consequences  

Try a variation on the game of Consequences with students individually writing one 
element of a story (an opening paragraph, a character or setting description, some 
dialogue between characters, a dramatic event etc.) for two minutes on a piece of 
paper, before folding the paper over and passing it to another student, leaving just the 
last line of their text visible.  

Station 2: image inspiration   

Give students a selection of images. They have to choose one and write a story based on 
that image in the time limit. Introduce a word limit for extra challenge if you wish:  

• a mini-saga (50 words including the title, which must include a beginning, middle 
or end),  

• a 240 character work of ‘twitterature’  

• a 100-word story etc.   

Younger or less confident writers could be encouraged to use a storyboard or comic book 
template to develop their ideas. 

Station 3: story prompts 

Students are given a range of story prompts which they then have to use to write their 
own story. Google flash fiction prompts for inspiration, but here are some suggestions:  

• Write a story that begins with and consists mainly of dialogue.  

• Write a story in which something transforms into something else.  

• Using the first or last sentence of a famous book, write an alternative first 
paragraph or a different ending.  

Station 4: make a text ‘quilt’  

Give students short extracts from a selection of texts. They should piece them together 
to create a unique story by using linking sentences. They could add their own paragraph 
at the end to add a twist.  



Flexible lesson ideas for World Book Day 

© www.teachit.co.uk 2021 36538 Page 2 of 2 

2. Decorate a chair or desk 

Students decorate a chair or desk to represent a book of their choice and decorate it 
with words, images and symbols before showing it to the rest of the class who have to 
guess the book.  

• Allow around 20 minutes for students working in groups to decorate their 
chairs/desks. If students are finding it difficult to choose a book, give them a 
selection of book covers or ask them to choose a text you’ve studied.  

• Encourage them to think symbolically (e.g. they might turn a chair upside down to 
represent a character from the book with an unusual view of the world). They can 
use quotations, words, symbols and images, and could also write a book ‘blurb’ if 
they wish.  

• When the initial time limit is up, give students a further five minutes to prepare a 
short presentation explaining how their chair/desk represents their book.  

• Each group presents their chair/desk and the other groups try to guess their book 
choice.  

3. Vlog/video competition 

In small groups, ask students to create book videos using their mobile phones and video 
apps. Here are a few ideas that might appeal:  

• Students could review their favourite book in a vlog.  

• Students could act out a scene from their favourite book or use props to do so.  

• Students could create a one-minute trailer or advert for their book.  

• Students could create a cartoon or comic book version of a scene from a book.  

Students could award prizes in a range of categories which you could decide as a class: 
most imaginative/creative; funniest; most likely to make you what to read the book etc.  


