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Match these extracts (all with a bookish theme) to the correct text type. 
 
 
  autobiography   biography    book review 
 
       advertisement    newspaper report 
 
 
 

Extract What kind of text? 

1. A Gathering Light, by US-born Jennifer 
Donnelly, scooped the Carnegie Medal for 
Children’s Literature at a star-studded 
awards ceremony in London last night. 

 

2. Special Offer on Jacqueline Wilson books: 
Buy two and get another fantastic book 
absolutely free! 

 

3. In 1943, Roald Dahl wrote his first 
children’s book. He went on to write many 
more much-loved stories for children of all 
ages, as well many poems and short 
stories. He is the author of two 
autobiographies. 

 

4. After years of writing for adults, I found 
myself writing a children’s book, Skellig. It 
was very exciting to be suddenly writing for 
readers who have such flexible minds and 
who can consider all kinds of possibilities. I 
felt that I’d come home as a writer. 

 

 

5. I really enjoyed this exciting book. It is 
easy to identify with the main character, 
who is an ordinary 12 year old boy – but 
one who finds himself in extraordinary 
situations. I recommend it for all fans of 
exciting adventure stories. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Extension: 
 
a) What is the purpose of each text? 
 
b) What features of the way each one is written helped you to work out the 

solution? 
 

(Think about the verbs, pronouns, vocabulary choices, use of fact/opinion.) 
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Answers 
 
Match these extracts (all with a bookish theme) to the correct text type. 
 
 
  autobiography   biography    book review 
 
       advertisement    newspaper report 
 
 
 

Extract What kind of text? 

1. A Gathering Light, by US-born Jennifer 
Donnelly, scooped the Carnegie Medal for 
Children’s Literature at a star-studded awards 
ceremony in London last night. 

Newspaper report 
Inform and explain. 
(Key facts, information and 
specific details.)  

2. Special Offer on Jacqueline Wilson books: Buy 
two and get another fantastic book absolutely 
free! 

Advertisement 
Persuade people to buy books. 
(Adjectives, exclamations, 
imperatives.) 

3. In 1943, Roald Dahl wrote his first children’s 
book. He went on to write many more much-
loved stories for children of all ages, as well 
many poems and short stories. He is the author 
of two autobiographies. 

Biography 
Inform and entertain.  
(Facts and details, third person 
pronouns.) 

4. After years of writing for adults, I found myself 
writing a children’s book, Skellig. It was very 
exciting to be suddenly writing for readers who 
have such flexible minds and who can consider 
all kinds of possibilities. I felt that I’d come 
home as a writer. 

Autobiography 
Inform and entertain.  
(Use of opinions, informal 
language, first person 
pronouns.) 

5. I really enjoyed this exciting book. It is easy to 
identify with the main character, who is an 
ordinary 12 year old boy – but one who finds 
himself in extraordinary situations. I 
recommend it for all fans of exciting adventure 
stories. 

Book review 
Review and comment. 
(Adjectives, first person 
pronouns, engaging style.) 

 
 

 

Extension: 
 
c) What is the purpose of each text? 
 
d) What features of the way each one is written helped you to work out the 

solution? 
 

(Think about the verbs, pronouns, vocabulary choices, use of fact/opinion.) 
 


